
Review of Literature:
The book Interpersonal Communication, by Trenholm, S. & Jensen, A. (2008) had a

comprehensive discussion on various aspects of interpersonal communication including
perspectives, processes and contexts of interpersonal communication. The book
discussed in details about the family interaction patterns, intimate relationships,
professional relationships. Cultural & historical influences etc.. Though the book
discussed in details about politeness in CMC, common courtesy in CMC, Cell-phone
etiquettes, social function etiquettes etc., it has not made any explicit or implicit
discussion about interpersonal communication through letters by any individual, let
alone Mahatma Gandhi.
The Handbook of Communication Sciences, edited by Berger, C. R., Roloff, M. E. &
David, R. R-E. (2010) had extensive discussion on Language & communication, nature of
interpersonal communication, interpersonal dimension of health communication,
political communication, intercultural communication, computer mediated
communication and human computer interaction. All these topics have discussed about
the theoretical aspects of interpersonal communications but there was no discussion on
the subject in reference to any work on interpersonal communication through writing/
letter writing etc..
The Basics of Communication; A Relational Perspective, by Duck, S. & McMohan D.T.
(2012) had a topic on Talk & Interpersonal communication where the authors discussed
extensively on the interpersonal aspects of spoken words. In another topic titled
Technology in Everyday Life, the authors tried to answer as to how people see and use
technology in their communication needs ( both interpersonal, impersonal and mass
communication). The topic has even discussed about relational technologies & personal
relations and online communications & personal relationships. The book, however, did
not make any discussion on interpersonal communication through letters.
As per available literature, it is evident that, though large numbers of research have
been done on interpersonal communication and Gandhiji as a master communicator
and his communication strategy to reach out and motivate large number of people
during the freedom struggle of the country. However, no such research has been done
to analyse the inter-personal communication aspects in the numerous letters written by
him.
Taking this in view, the researcher has decided to have a systematic study on the
aforesaid aspect.
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