
1. METHODOLOGY 

 

A mixed method research (sequential exploratory design) will be used to seek answers to 

questions about how often pharmacists face certain ethical problems, which decisions 

pharmacists make about these problems, and what their understanding of ethics is. These 

empirical methods of research combined led to the delineation and better understanding of what 

the ethical issues are for pharmacy practice. The methods used will be: focus groups and a 

survey.  

Focused group (qualitative) -Phenomenological 

Focus groups will be an appropriate method for developing an understanding of pharmacists’ 

attitudes towards ethics in their practice. A focus group is a form of qualitative research in which 

a group of people are asked about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs, and attitudes towards a 

concept, or idea. Questions will be asked in an interactive group setting where participants are 

free to talk with other group members. This is typically an appropriate research method for 

consumer research. Focused group will include diploma and under graduate pharmacy degree 

holders. All participants will be given an information sheet and all will be asked to sign a consent 

form. Focus group discussions will be recorded and written notes will be taken. The recordings 

will later be transcribed.  

Survey (quantitative) 

A quantitative research method will be done based on the results of qualitative analysis. A 

questionnaire will be developed based on the qualitative data. The instrument will be pre-tested 

on pilot respondents from the expected population to ascertain the validity and reliability of the 

questionnaire. Further study will be conducted on larger sample of pharmacists by purposive and 

snowball sampling techniques. 



Study Site: Data collection will be done in Tirunelveli district Tamilnadu.  

Inclusion Criteria: All participants will be a qualified community pharmacist. 

Exclusion Criteria: Non-qualified drug sellers in community pharmacies; not willing to respond 

or participate in the study. 
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