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M.C. Naidu and K. Dasaratha Ramaiah (2006). 

The prevalence of child labor is one of the most important problems confronting the world at 

large, especially developing countries such as India. In many cases, child labor is mainly 

necessitated by economic compulsions of the parents. The main reason which gives rise to 

child labor is widespread unemployment and underemployment among the adult poor strata 

of the population, inter alia, due to sharp growth of population. Large families with low 

income and often lack of educational facilities, illiteracy and ignorance of parents about the 

importance of education as well as about the impact of labor on the health of their children 

are some of the reasons which breed child labor.  

 

Devaraj Dutta (2014). 

 

The problem of child labor is a deep socio-economic problem faced by almost all countries of 

the world. It, however, is a serious problem mostly of the developing as well as under 

developing countries. In fact, children particularly from low-income countries are being 

exploited on the global market for monetary gains. This problem also is a big social problem 

in India as India still falls under the category of developing nations. Poverty and illiteracy 

among the parents of these children are considered as the root cause of this problem. 

 

Helena Skyt Nielson and Amaresh Dubey (2002). 

 

In an empirical micro-economic analysis that allows individual heterogeneity are tested four 

main hypotheses on the basis of the recent macro-economic literature on child labor: the 

substitution, subsistence, capital market and parental education hypotheses.  Using four 

Indian data sets, the authors find that at most, two thirds of the increase in school enrolment 

from 1983 to 2000 is explained by an increase in both household incomes and in parental 

education. 

 

K Devi and Gautam Roy (2008) 



Child labor is broadly defined as any form of economic activity for at least 1 hour per week 

and/or domestic chores for at least 7 hours per week and/or school labor for at least 5 hours 

per week. 

According to estimates, in developing countries alone there are 250 million children in the 

age group of 5-17 years who are toiling in economic activity - i.e., one out of every six 

children in the world today. In absolute terms, it is Asia (excluding Japan) that has the most 

child workers (approximately 61% of the world's total). A study done in Pondicherry 

determined that 15% of children in the urban school in pondicherry were engaged in some 

form of economic work. The policy appears to have little impact on the situation, as poverty 

is deep rooted and compels children to work. Hence the complex issue of child labor and its 

ramification is worth investigating.  

Saswati Das (2012). 

The issue of child labor is a frontline concern in India, as early entry into labor market 

at formative stage of life does mean absconding from proper schooling leading to loss 

of future scope of better livelihood, since the existing literature shows that there is 

wage premium for education in Indian labor market. In this perspective, this study 

aims to carry out a supply-side analysis towards examining the incidence and pattern 

of child labor and child schooling to test out regional and gender disparities, if any, in 

terms of these incidences.  

 

Bolla, S. (2010). Child labor in India. 

 

By fulfilling these minimum needs of poor people and children, child labor can be eliminated 

by 2020, which is India's vision-- the vision of being a developed and healthy country. 

 

Kaushik Basu & Zafiris Tazannotos, 2003. 

 

The problem of child labor has moved from a matter of regional and national concern to one 

of international debate and possible global persuasion and policy intervention. In crafting 

policy for mitigating this enormous problem of our times, it is important to start with a proper 

theoretical and empirical understanding of the phenomenon. What gives rise to child labor, 

and what are its consequences? What interventions might end child labor without hurting 

children? A well-meaning but poorly designed policy can exacerbate the poverty in which 



these laboring children live, even leading to starvation. The article surveys the large and 

rapidly growing literature on this subject, focusing mainly on the new literature based on 

modern economic theory and econometrics.  

 

Bourdillon, M. F., White, B., & Myers, W. E. (2009).  

 

The promotion of universalized minimum‐age policies should cease until their effect on 

children has been reliably assessed. In the meantime, more energy and investment should be 

devoted to alternative, proven ways of combating forms and conditions of work that are 

genuinely likely to cause harm, and to promoting access to education. 

 

Bhukuth, A., & Ballet, J. (2006).  

 

The paper finds that child labor is used by parents in the moulding process in order to avoid 

falling into debt bondage. In this industry, brick making is organized as a home‐based 

enterprise. Thus, child labor increases the family productivity and consequently its income. In 

case of a ban on child labor bonded parents will be worse‐off. NGOs can play an essential 

role by preventing families from falling into bondage and by improving their living standards. 

 

Zutshi, A., Creed, A., & Sohal, A. (2009).  

 

Child labor is one of a number of areas of concern in global supply chains. Continued 

exploitation of child labor indicates an imbalanced state and consequently forces can be 

unleashed through standardization, collaboration and communication amongst all 

stakeholders to ensure protection of the vulnerable. This paper is part of the broader analysis 

informing incremental changes to supply chain management to preserve the rights and 

welfare of children in the present and future generations. 

Kambhampati, U. S., & Rajan, R. (2006).  

 

In this paper, the authors test whether economic growth decreases child labor by bringing 

together data from the National Sample Survey of India and state-level macrodata to estimate 

a bivariate probit model of schooling and labor. Our results lead us to conclude that contrary 

to popular wisdom, growth actually increases rather than decreases child labor because it 



increases the demand for child workers. The level of state NDP, village wages, and 

household incomes are seen as the conduits through which growth influences the supply side 

of the child labor market. 

 

Cigno, A., Rosati, F. C., & Guarcello, L. (2002).  

 

There is no empirical evidence that trade exposure per se increases child labor. As trade 

theory and household economics lead us to expect, the cross-country evidence seems to 

indicate that trade reduces or, at worst, has no significant effect on child labor. Consistently 

with the theory, a comparatively well-educated labor force, and active social policies, appear 

to be conducive to a reduction in child labor. For countries with a largely uneducated 

workforce, the problem is not so much globalization, as not being allowed to take part in it. 

 

Kurosaki, T., Ito, S., Fuwa, N., Kubo, K., & Sawada, Y. (2006).  

 

This paper empirically analyzes the determinants of child labor and school enrollment in rural 

Andhra Pradesh, India. A village fixed-effect logit model for each child is estimated with the 

incidence of child labor or school enrollment as the dependent variable, in order to 

investigate individual and household characteristics associated with the incidence. Among the 

determinants, this paper focuses on whose education matters most in deciding the status of 

each child, an issue not previously investigated in the context of the joint family system. The 

regression results show that the education of the child's mother is more important in reducing 

child labor and in increasing school enrollment than that of the child's father, the household 

head, or the spouse of the head. The effect of the child's mother is similar on boys and girls 

while that of the child's father is more favorable on boys. 

Kambhampati, U. S., & Rajan, R. (2006).  

 

In this paper, the authors test whether economic growth decreases child labor by bringing 

together data from the National Sample Survey of India and state-level macrodata to estimate 

a bivariate probit model of schooling and labor. Our results lead us to conclude that contrary 

to popular wisdom, growth actually increases rather than decreases child labor because it 

increases the demand for child workers. The level of state NDP, village wages, and 

household incomes are seen as the conduits through which growth influences the supply side 

of the child labor market. 



 

Jafarey, S., & Lahiri, S. (2002).  

 

The authors examine the interaction between credit markets, trade sanctions and the 

incidence of child labor in a two-good, two-period model with unequally wealthy households. 

Both poverty and poor education quality, inter alia, are important determinants of child labor. 

The incidence of child labor decreases as we move from the case of borrowing constraints to 

the case in which poor households can borrow freely from rich ones and then to the case of 

perfect international credit markets. Trade sanctions can increase child labor, especially 

among poor households, a possibility that decreases as their access to credit improves. 

 

Basu, K. (2005).  

 

The paper demonstrates that the standard policy for controlling child labor by imposing a fine 

on firms caught employing children can cause child labor to rise. This „pathological‟ reaction 

is, however, reversed as the size of the fine increases. 

 

Chakrabarty, S., & Grote, U. (2009).  

 

Does the labeling of tradable products like carpets which have been produced without child 

labor increase the welfare of children and their families? This paper presents results of 

surveys conducted in India and Nepal. The findings suggest a positive link between social 

labeling and the removal of child laborers for households above the subsistence level. 

However, for households below the subsistence level, no significant influence has been 

found. 

 

Mathur, M., Rathore, P., & Mathur, M. (2009).  

 

Street children reported experiences of abuse in all the five areas under study. Larger 

numbers of children (61.8%) scored in the “moderate” category of abuse while 36.6% 

children indicated abuse in “severe” and “very severe” categories on the intensity of abuse. 

Highest mean scores were obtained on the “verbal” and “psychological” area of abuse. 

Gender differences were significant in health and overall abuse, indicating boys to be 

significantly more abused than girls. There were significant positive correlations of abuse 



with increasing “age” and “income” of street children; and the occurrence of “multi-type” 

maltreatment and neglect in street children was clearly present. 

 

Heady, C. (2003).  

 

This paper analyzes the effect of children‟s work on learning achievement. Its particular 

significance is that it goes beyond the analysis of the effects on school enrollment or 

attendance by using measures of skills learned in reading and mathematics. The results show 

that work outside the household has a substantial effect on learning achievement. Although 

they confirm the accepted wisdom, they introduce a new view of how that arises. A large part 

of it is direct, and not through school attendance. The direct link could exist because of 

exhaustion or because of a diversion of interest away from academic concerns. 

 

Mukherjee, D., & Das, S. (2008).  

 

This paper uses household level data from National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) of 

India, the 55th (1999–2000) and the 61st (2004–05) rounds, to show that even with a 

significant wage incentive for schooling of urban children, the school dropout rate and child 

labor incidence are not small over this period. The parents‟ level of education plays an 

important role in reducing this tendency; thus establishing the linkage between social and 

human capital outcomes in the family. We also look at the incidence of harmful and manual 

occupations among the child labor. Mother‟s education appears as the more important factor 

in the recent round in curbing the manual work incidences; supporting earlier findings that 

women‟s empowerment (one important indicator of which would be female educational 

level) is indeed becoming instrumental in increasing parental awareness. Using a pooled data 

set, we have also analyzed the changes in the impact of parental education on these decisions 

between 1999–2000 and 2004–05. 

 

Chandrasekhar, C. P. (1997).  

 

The abolition of child labor in underdeveloped countries is often held to be practically 

infeasible because it would entail closure of the economic activities which exist only because 

of access to such labor. Abolition, therefore, would reduce the earnings of poor households 

whose survival strategies, in the context of adult unemployment, depend on incomes derived 



from the practice. This article examines the child labor‐based industry of match production in 

India, which is concentrated in the Sivakasi‐Sattur matchbelt of Tamil Nadu. It is argued that 

the abolition of child labor, while reducing the excessive trading margins and changing the 

irrational locational structure characterising this industry, would in fact result in higher 

earnings for adult workers. However, it could have adverse consequences for a section of 

workers, which can be addressed with appropriate state action. 

 

Edmonds, E. V., & Schady, N. (2009).  

 

How important are subsistence concerns in a family's decision to send a child to work? We 

consider this question in Ecuador, where poor families are selected at random to receive a 

cash transfer that is equivalent to 7 percent of monthly expenditures. Winning the cash 

transfer lottery is associated with a decline in work for pay away from the child's home. The 

cash transfer is greater than the rise in schooling costs that comes with the end of primary 

school, but it is less than 20 percent of the income paid to child laborers in the labor market. 

Despite being less than foregone earnings, poor families seem to use the lottery award to 

delay the child's entry into paid employment and protect the child's schooling status. 

Schooling expenditures rise with the lottery, but total expenditures in the household decline 

relative to the control population because of foregone child labor earnings. 

 

Chowdhry, G., & Beeman, M. (2001).  

 

Transnational movements have become an important component of an emerging and 

relatively recently theorized transnational civil society in the field of international relations. 

Nongovernmental organizations, social movements, and social activists concerned with the 

global issues of poverty, environment, and human rights have created an intellectual and 

political global space outside the national territorial space to give voice to their concerns on 

issues of transnational importance. This article examines transnational human rights 

movement around the issue of child labor in the carpet industry in India. Although the 

intersection of child labor with the carpet trade from India was utilized effectively by Indian 

and German activists to bring about changes in child labor use, the more foundational impact 

has been the creation of Rugmark, a label that certifies child-labor-free carpets and provides 

services for the rehabilitation and education of children involved in the carpet industry. 



 

Basu, K., & Zarghamee, H. (2009).  

 

A popular form of action to curb child labor and uphold international labor standards in 

general is a „product boycott‟ by consumers. There are labeling agencies that inform us if, for 

instance, a carpet or a hand-stitched soccer ball is free of child labor. The presence of a 

consumer boycott will typically mean that products tainted by child labor will command a 

lower price on the market than ones certified to be untainted. It is popularly presumed that 

such consumer activism is desirable. The paper formally investigates this presumption and 

shows that consumer product boycotts can, in a wide class of situations, have an adverse 

reaction that causes child labor to rise rather than fall. This happens under weak and plausible 

assumptions. Hence, there has to be much greater caution in the use of consumer activism, 

and one has to have much more detailed information about the context where child labor 

occurs, before using a boycott. 

TS Bhagoliwal - (2010).  In this book, TS Bhagoliwal says that wake of industrial revolution 

forced a large number of children to work in the factories of the pre-legislative era and 

continues to work in the informal sector even in the presence of legislative framework that 

protects the rights of children.  Labor legislation began in India when the first Factories Act 

was passed in the year 1881. The 1881 Factories Act defined the child as one who is below 

12 years of age.  The Act further set the minimum age of employment to be seven years.  The 

working hours was fixed at nine for ages between 7 and 12 years with rest intervals and 

holidays.   

According to the 1981 census, the estimated figure of working children below 14 years of age 

was 14.5 million or 5.5% of the total child population.  The incidence of child labor was 

found to be very high in rural areas (63%) and only 2.5% in urban areas). 

 

Dr. Bishwanath Ghosh (2005). 

Dr. Bishwanath Ghosh in his book “Industrial Relations of Developing Economy” writes that 

in the pre-independence era, when labor legislation was in its nascent stage, commissions 

after commissions have reported on the inhuman and deplorable conditions in which children 

were employed in the factories.  They were subjected to corporal punishment, under fed and 

ill clad.  The Whitley commission was appointed in the year 1917 to look into the relations of 

employers and employees in Great Britain and is famously known for the establishment of 

Whitley councils which were set up throughout Great Britain, particularly in the public sector 



enterprises.  Mr. Whitley making observations on the state of child labor in India said that the 

conditions in which children worked was appalling in terms of inadequate meals, absence of 

weekly holidays, very low wages (2 Annas per day) and long working hours (10 - 12).  Mr. 

Whitley recommended raising the age of employment which was later raised to 12 years 

under the Factories Act and 154 years under the Mines Act. 

The National Commission on Labor (1969) recommended provision of education to children 

employed in different types of establishments.  It recognized that the incidence of child labor 

in the country was a problem emanating from poverty and unless socio-economic conditions 

are improved, the problem cannot be dealt with satisfactorily.  However, provision of 

educational facilities will enhance their productivity and income earning capacity. 

Tapan Kumar and Shakeel Ahmed – (2003). 

Tapan Kumar and Shakeel Ahmed (2003) in their book “Child Labor – A Global Challenge” 

observed that  on 26
th

 January, 1990, sixty member countries of the United Nations came 

together  to sign the convention on Rights of the Child.  About 100 million children 

according to the United Nations did not have basic health facilities, shelter, education, 

material resources and nutrition.  It is observed that developing countries failed to achieve 

universal child immunization and rehydration therapy for prevention of 2.5 million deaths 

every year.  The World Summit on Children emphasized on revision of goals adopted kin 

child welfare programs.  Jan Marteson Under Secretary General for human rights, United 

Nations observed that respect and protection of all the children‟s rights are the starting point 

for the full development of the potential of the individual in an atmosphere of freedom, 

dignity and justice.  The Child labor is a universal phenomenon.   

According to the 1981 census, child labor has been found to prevail across the sectors of the 

economy.  Cultivation, agricultural labor, livestock, mining, manufacture, trade, construction 

and other services are the sub-sectors in which substantial presence of child labor have been 

noticed. 

 

AM Sarma (2010). 

AM Sarma in his book “Welfare of Unorganized Labor” feels that child labor existed since 

times immemorial.  Poverty is the root cause of child labor. The UNICEF estimated that there 

are about 250 million child workers in the developing countries which are 25 per cent of the 

child population in these countries. The largest number of working children in the age group 

10 – 14 was in Asia (44.6 million).  Urban expansion was found to be the cause of increasing 

child labor in the third world.  India is known to have the largest child labor force in the 



world.  Child labor is predominant in the rural areas (91%) and only 9 per cent in the urban 

areas.  Carpet weaving, lead mines, printing presses, match and beedi factories, handloom 

weaving, leather tanning, glass bangle, tailoring, motor garages etc are the industries in which 

child labor is largely employed. 

Under the National Child Labour Project, 76 projects had been set up to rehabilitate child 

labour. 

 

Pankaj Dimri, Phillip Nath and Helen Sekar.  (2013) 

Pankaj Dimri, Phillip Nath and Helen Sekar (2013) in their book “Comprehending Child 

Labor” has undertaken a conceptual study of child labor wherein they are writing about the 

meaning, categories, forms of child labor.   Article 14 of the Constitution of India defines a 

child as “anyone below age of 14 years”. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, Article one defines the child as “anyone below the age of 18 years”.  According to the 

Child and & Adolescent Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, a child is a person 

who has not completed 14
th

 year of age.  Pankaj, Phillip and Helen have also written on as to 

what constitutes child labor.  Pankaj, Phillips and Helen have also stated about the existence 

of five categories of child labor, viz., children in employment, children in child labor, 

children in hazardous work, children working within the family/as a part of their family and 

child labor within the family but outside the home.  The different forms of child labor are: 

bonded child laborers, casual and contract child laborers, children on the street, single 

migrant children/street children/abandoned and orphaned children and distress migration and 

child labor.  

 

Eric Edmonds, Nina Pavcnik and Petia Topolova (2008).   

Eric Edmonds, Nina Pavcnik and Petia Topolova in their study titled “Child Labor and 

Schooling in a Globalizing World – Urban India” have found out how international trade 

influences poverty, demand for child labor and returns to education and how in turn child 

labor and schooling depends on trade influences.  They found that the countries that trade 

more are richer and therefore there is an opposite relationship between trade and child labor 

as much as poverty and child labor has.  In rural Vietnam, Edmonds and Pavcnik (2005) 

found that child labor declined in those households who were benefited by the increase in rice 

trade.  Dammert (2008) found that there was an increase in chi8ld work with decline in coca 

exports in Peru.  Munshi and Rosenzweigh (2005) and Shastry (2008) found that the increase 

in English speaking jobs and the expansion of service exports have encouraged school 



enrollment in urban India. The study concludes that there has been an impressive increase in 

school attendance and declines in child labor in India between 1987 and 2000. The study 

raises fundamental questions in the realm of trade sanctions that reduce living standards and 

questions the usefulness of such sanctions against countries where low schooling and child 

labor is more prevalent. 

Zubeeda Bashir (2014). 

Zubeeda Bashir (2014) quotes NSSO data for the year 2007-08 and says about 5 million 

children are employed in India which is two per cent of the child population in the age group 

5-14.  The Government of India classifies child workers into main and marginal workers.  

Main workers are those who work for six months and marginal workers are those who work 

for less than six months.  The Census 2001 defined child labor as a person who is involved in 

any economic activity, paid or unpaid and is less than 17 years of age.  Article 24 of the 

Constitution of India prohibits child labor and the Right to Education Act, 2009 has made 

free and compulsory elementary education to children in the age group 6 – 14 years.  

Pyali Chatterjee (2015). 

Pyali Chatterjee (2015) in her study on “Child Rag-pickers in India and Violation of their 

Human Rights” says that rag-picking and scavenging are considered hazardous work under 

the Child and Adolescent Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986.  With 17 million 

child workers out of the 215 million children employed in the world, India becomes the 

largest employer of children.  The UNICEF has put the figure of child workers to be 12% of 

the child population (5 – 14) in India.  Rag-picking children are found in Raipur, Patna, 

Mumbai and New Delhi. 

 

Akansha Agarwal (2013). 

Akansha Agarwal (2013) in her work “Child Labor in India” quotes the ILO fact sheet on 

child labor in 2010 and says that the size of the child work force in the world is 215 million.  

This work force is below 18 years of age and India‟s share in the world child population is a 

little more than two per cent.  According to UNICEF, India has the largest population of child 

labor in the world.  The Child and Adolescent Labor (Protection) Act 1986 covers all children 

below the age of 14 employed in any kind of work except own household work after school 

hours.  The 66
th

 round on employment unemployment survey says that the 1986 Act on child 

labor will protect 4.3 million children.  The NSSO survey was conducted in 2009-10.  The 

author observes that child labor leads to trans-generational poverty.  The author finds that the 

average age of child labor in India is 13 and about 28% of the child workers are illiterate.  



Child workers constituted 1.09% of the work force in India and two per cent of the child 

population.  In India, Uttar Pradesh has the highest share of child labor with 35%, followed 

by West Bengal 10%, Rajasthan 8.5%, Gujarat 8.13%, Bihar 5.34%, Maharashtra 5.34% and 

Andhra 5.26 %.  Thus the top 10 States account for 90% of the child labor force in India.  

Agriculture accounts for 90% of the child labor force in India.  The author feels that a nation-

wide survey exclusively on child labor is necessary to find out the real incidence of child 

labor.  However, NSSO survey by far is the most comprehensive survey on child labor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


